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Dear Sirs 
 
THE HEDGEROW REGULATIONS 1997 
REMOVAL OF HEDGEROWS 

 
I am writing to you to remind you of your obligations under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997 and 
enclosing a leaflet explaining these.  I have been prompted to do this by two instances on what I 
understand is land owned or farmed by yourselves, where parts of hedgerows have been 
destroyed. 
 
The first relates to a section of hedge under the high tension electricity lines near Herne Lane, 
Shipdham which was removed last winter.  I appreciate the need to control the height of growth 
beneath the lines but this does not extend to the grubbing out of hedges unless you have been in 
receipt of a statutory notice requiring this, in which case I would be grateful if you would forward 
a copy to me for information. 
 
The second relates to a section of hedge between North Green and The Street, Reymerston.  A 
ditch was cleaned out over the winter necessitating the removal of most of the hedge which had 
grown into it.  This is understandable and enough of the original rootstock survived on the bank 
from which to regrow the hedge.  Regrettably the tentative first year growth that was developing 
satisfactorily until recently has now been flailed to ground level or below.  This does not 
constitute maintenance of the hedge and in my opinion represents destruction. 
 
Both instances have triggered complaints from the public and I am keen to prevent further similar 
occurrences.  Please familiarise yourselves with the enclosed leaflet and should you wish to 
remove hedges in the future, complete the required Hedgerow Removal Notice. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Gilbert Addison 
Tree and Countryside Officer 
 
Encl. 


